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earth, since he took small-pox, and for a time his life
was despaired of.

Before the disease had declared itself, whilst feeling
increasingly out of sorts and ill, he wrote that remark-
able book, ' Heathen England,* the forerunner of The
Founder's world-famous * Darkest England, and the
Way Out.' For a long time he had wished to describe
the appalling condition of the masses, but had lacked
opportunity. How he managed to prepare the copy
for over one hundred and eighty pages of fine type in
those three miserable days we shall never know.

*  I knew what was the matter with me, and fully
expected to die,1 he said later, * an'3 therefore the book
was to constitute a sort of testimony to my generation.'

*  Heathen England ' was the first book of its kind,
and the effect it produced can scarcely be understood
to-day, when realistic writing has become so common.
It ran rapidly through three editions, and created a
great   sensation,   and   widely   different   views   were
expressed.     By some, of course, the facts given were
vehemently contradicted; but not only did * Heathen
England ' reveal the godless conditions of thousands
in our great cities,  it also brought General Booth's
work before the public eye  and  became  the   great
argument or apology for The Salvation Army.

On the Sunday, miserable as he was, he insisted
on attending the Meetings for which he was announced.
Some one hid his boots to prevent his leaving the
house, but it was discovered later that he had escaped
in slippers! However, when he found a suitable
substitute to take his place, he wearily dragged home
again, rolled into bed, and lapsed into unconsciousness.
General Bramwell Booth says:

' He was terribly ill, and had been given up by the
doctors, when I brought the late Mr. Metcalfe, the hydro-
pathist, to him. I remember that morning his hands and
feet were already cold, and the nurse had "got a hot-water
bottle to try and bring some animation into them. Railton
himself thought the end had come. " It's no use, nurse/'
he said feebly, f( it's no use trying to warm up Jordan with